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Why a ministry to Guatemala?

“Over the past century, the center of gravity in
the Christian world has shifted inexorably
southward to Asia, Africa, and ... Latin

America.” Philip Jenkins iThe Next Christendom

“Why Guatemala?”

We have been asked that question by numerous geeplgince my
(Michael’s) first mission trip to Honduras duringjamior year in college, |
have felt a burden for Central America. | rememéeting pastors that had
little training but huge hearts to see the lose ¢orfaith in Jesus Christ. |
spent several summers in Honduras and saw howlygidged they were at
reaching their own people. | knew that | wantée @ missionary, but |
struggled to find the ministry that God had beepgring me for. At that
moment | knew that supporting those that grew tigeiculture, knew the
culture, and understood the culture through theallogducation could have
an enormous impact for Christ. Since Guatemalbensgest Spanish-
speaking seminary in the world, our ministry @attht almost 30 different
countries. We are excited to see how God movaatentala.




CAM International

The reason for CAM's existende is
produce and empower committed
followers of Jesus Christ in Spanish-
speaking areas to reach the worlthis

is their compelling motivation and
passion. And supporting this mission is
the focus of every CAM missionary.

Transformation is at the core of all of the
activity in which our CAM family is
engaged. At the end of the day, after
outreach strategies are discussed, after
ministries are planned, and after
significant energies are exerted, their
heart’s desire is to see lives changed. They
long to see individuals, families, even cities
and nations transformed for Christ’s glory!
Their efforts are aimed at making disciples
among Spanish-speakers globally.

This vision is a processrofiting
individualsjgnitingcommunities
andimpactingpations...

Why SETECA?

The Central American Theological
Seminary (SETECA) plays an important
role in leadership training for the Spanish-
speaking world. We believe it is a ministry
that God’s people will want to participate
in through their prayers and financial
support. Here are some reasons:

A Biblical Focus.

An International Community.
SETECA draws students from
approximately 28 different
countries.

A World-wide Outreach.

SETECA has graduates serving on
every continent and over 30
countries.

A Strategically Important
Contribution. SETECA not only
trains the future leaders of Latin
America and other countries, it
trains the leaders of leaders. Over
50 graduates are serving as
teachers, deans, and presidents of
seminaries throughout the

Spanish-speaking world.




Two Ministries, One Vision

We have both been called to Guatemala. Both of us believe that God
has a specific ministry for us at SETECA. Michael will be training
leaders by teaching New Testament. Gina will be counseling
individuals and families, teaching students, and helpistpre re
missionary families that are on the verge of burnout. Altiveug

will have two separate ministries, we have one isionpact the

world for Christ through the international ministry BCRET

Michael— Leadership Training

It is estimated that the Spanish world consists
of 452 million people and 92% of them are
without Christ. Also, 70% of the churches in
Latin America and Spain are without a trained
pastor. Furthermore, missions sending
organizations are finding that Hispanics have
an easier time evangelizing Muslims because
of their similar appearance, non-Western
background, and similar family orientation
(see article below). Therefore, Latin America
and SETECA are becoming increasingly
strategic for the future of world missions.

SETECA is the largest Spanish
speaking seminary in the world and sends out
graduates all over the world. Recently, FAM
(Una Fraternidad de Apoyo Misionero), a
sister organization to CAM, was founded in
order to begin sending Latin American
missionaries to Europe, Africa, and the
Middle East by tapping into SETECA's
graduates.

Michael will finish his Ph.D. in New
Testament during the 2011-2012 school year.
With this degree, he will be able to teach at
the Masters and Doctoral levels as well as the
Bachelor and certificate levels.

Gina — Counseling
Guatemala is full of hurting families. As one
of the poorest Latin American countries, it is
estimated that 57% live in poverty and 21%
live in extreme poverty. In addition,
approximately 200,000 people died and 1.5
million were displaced during the 36 year
Civil War. Yet, there has been little
government funding for mental health.

Guatemala is also home to many
missionaries, pastors, and future pastors.
Many are struggling, but as the “super
Christians,” they are often too afraid to let
anyone know. Many missionaries and pastors
are on the verge of burnout and need
counseling. According to sending agencies,
one of the biggest reasons for missionary
attrition is due to burnout and isolation.
When you add in the lack of marriage and
parenting seminars, the need for a trained
professional counselor that can not only
counsel but also teach others to do so is
tremendous.

Gina will finish her Master's degree
in Professional Counseling during the 2011—
2012 school year. With this degree, she will be
able to counsel, give seminars on the family,
and teach counseling through the seminary.
Through SETECA, Gina will have a vast array
of possibilities for ministry.



Together, we can be used by God

Needed: Partners to Help Reach the People of Latin America
Placing missionaries on the field is vital to the spreadGdspel and the strengthening of
the church.

We are praying that you would consider joining us to trans®tmealts of those in
Guatemala City so that they would in turn transform theskaeat minds of people in over
30 different countries. It is our goal to see people place thairJaghs Christ for eternal
life, grow, and share their faith with others. Through your phipn@astors will be
trained, leaders will be formed, and the brokenhearted will edemhuhsgether we can do

incredible things for the cause of Christ in Latin America amiibeyo

How You Can Help ...

All CAM International missionaries must raise their owthig@upport to cover living
and ministry expenses. We also desperately need th@séendratvith us to lift us up in
prayer. Regular prayer and financial support provides tloechegble us to minister. The
following chart details the number of financial partners thaed/¢oneach our goslill
you consider joining our team to reach the 452 milliongpaspplektispanish globialiy?
estimated that 92% of them are without Christ and 70% of the charthé&s America

and Spain are without a trained pastor.

Partnership Level # o&:;;gnders Monthly Support Will Produce
Leadership 3 $500 $1,500
Major 5 $250 $1,250
Key 15 $100 $1,500
Partner 26 $50 $1,300
Total $5,550




OUR PLEDGE TO YOU AS
A MINISTRY PARTNER

A commitment to communication ...

You can expect to hear about what God is
doing through our partnership in
Guatemala often. We will not only send
out letters through the mail and by email,
we will regularly update our website and
blogs with information about our

ministry. We already have a blog
discussing biblical topics, but we will also
begin a ministry blog as soon as we reach
Guatemala. We want you to be fully
aware of how the Lord’s money is being
used to reach the lost and strengthen the

church in Latin America.

A commitment to stewardship ...

If you partner with us, you are making an
investment in the Great Commission. We
do not take that lightly. We promise to be
wise with the funds and time that God

gives us.

A commitment to YOU ...

We value you. We want you to know that
you are personally welcome to come visit
us anytime. Our home will be open to
you. We would love to serve with you. We
will also be praying regularly for you. As

our supporters, you are partners with us in
the Gospel. We promise to lift you up in
prayer. Your partnership will enable us to
minister. That shouldn’t be taken lightly.

PLEASE CONSIDER
PARTNERING WITH US
TO BRING HOPE TO
THE NATIONS!

Contact Information:

Michael & Gina Makidon
4817 Sunnybrook Dr.
Rowlett, TX 75088
(214) 457-3903

www.makidon.org
mmakidon.blogspot.com

michael@makidon.org
gina@makidon.org

CAM International*
8625 La Prada Dr.
Dallas, TX 75228

*If you send a check, please put our account

code (085980) in the memo line.



Blending in and Spreading the Word
JERRY LARA
San Antonio Express News
April 8, 2008

Carlos Charco bought a turban, tunic and sandals on tHayficfta short mission trip three
years ago in a West African country.

He wanted to blend into this Sahara Desert region,faMeaico's Pacific coast, where he
grew up. Far from the San Antonio seminary where he wagstiidistian theology.

The new duds and his mestizo features — black hair and bnownstched those of the
Arab community there. Nearly everyone assumed he was Muslim.

"It was an advantage as a missionary that I'm netamdi my eyes were not blue or green," said
Charco, a San Antonio pastor who's preparing — alonigiswtfife, Viviana, of South America — to be
missionaries in a Muslim country.

They are part of a rising evangelical movement cflnag¢irican missionaries going to areas that
are the least Christianized in the world.

They believe their skin tone and non-Western backgreertigm advantages in Muslim
countries over Anglo missionaries, who are held back & pdststilities.

Yet, for some U.S. Islamic leaders, the emergence offriisginoaries only adds to the tension
and distrust of evangelicals who they say periddicafiynew ways to conceal unwanted requests for
Muslims to convert.

Latinos' emergence in mission work began about 20 yeard agthe result of rapid church
growth in Latin America. Their more-recent move into Muslimtries requires an unobtrusive
presence and low-key work, such as providing health gaieutitial aid.

"There is a recognition that Latin missionaries to teached are best utilized among
Muslims," said Stan Park, international liaison for \&rtte X, an evangelical missions network
affiliated with the Baptist General Convention of Texa#te'®few Caucasian mission leaders are very
excited and encouraging of this new movement of nag¢inicAn missionaries in the Muslim world."

In San Antonio, the Baptist University of the Americas wihach Charco graduated two years
ago, sends students to temporarily work and study imblesties and have alumni permanently
stationed there.

The Latin American Bible Institute, an Assemblies of Gathsgimi San Antonio, is also
encouraging mission work in Muslim settings.

Hispanics "carry far less baggage than the traditiotein/eslo missionary," said Jimmy
Bennett, director of the Center for Ministry to Muslim®\ssemblies of God missions agency. "They
can go at a lower threshold financially and don't barbagjgage of being a white American face. The
fact that Latin Americans have gotten into this 'going maaekry encouraging.”

Where it started

For about eight centuries, the Moors, who were Arab Muslaugiedl Spain and had a
profound impact on Latin culture and language. Spanigherors spread the influence to Latin
America.

Latinos and Arabs share cultural values, such as «lzidvba€ time, emphasis on family ties
and a history of oppression.

For years, Protestant evangelical churches in LatinaAnaeriviewed themselves as a
destination for North American missionaries.

But in 1987, a landmark conference in Brazil, called COMIBAR#ssions Cooperation of
Iberoamerica, sparked a change.

Today, as many as 7,000 missionaries from Latin America fecglgim countries, including
more than 1,000 in Muslim countries, according to COMIBAM #rat eission agencies.

Half of all Latin American missionaries are workingdhrmission agencies based in their
countries; the other half with international missiamcaggefounded in the U.S.

This movement is linked strongly to the U.S. evangeliozth ciwvhich provides 70 percent of
COMIBAM International’s funding.



They share a common geographical focus on North thigiddiddle East and East Asia, the
region believed to have the fewest Christians ardtguaople in the world. It also has the highest
concentration of Muslims.

This region is called the "10/40 Window" because it's locategibd 0 and 40 degrees latitude
north of the equator.

Leaders of the movement believe it reflects a diategystr

"It's a Holy Spirit thing. It's part of what the SpiritGafd does in the church. And it's shifting
the center of gravity of Christianity to the south,” saidthi Halls, U.S. director of PM Internacional,
a global missions agency based in Spain that worksltatiseAchericans to the Muslim mission field.

Bennett of the Assemblies of God said his missiorwyg hgetwo full-time coordinators in
Latin America. His denomination operates trainingrsetfiiere and in an undisclosed Middle Eastern
location, he said, where Latinos bound for Muslim commuangieésined.

Of the denomination's 2,700 missionaries, 12 percent work imMashtries, he said,
declining to be more specific because it would jeophedizeork.

Southern Baptist's foreign missionary arm has a filstfii member, Jason Carlisle, who
works to develop Hispanic missionary work abroad. liteedemmment.

Ricardo Rodriguez, an area director for Youth Withsiollis South American operations, said
he regularly visits Latino missionaries in Muslim cesitni declined to say how many there are.

Typically, it takes about five years for an Anglo migsiorabtain one convert in a Muslim
country, said Clark Barnard, an Anglo missionary in Péfauftir With a Mission.

But he watched with awe several years ago when a Hidleaigioecbuilt a 75-member church
in the Middle East in his first year.

"American missionaries really go there, | believe, wéthtdub&eart but they have to overcome
prejudices of indoctrination that the West is evil arblég” he said. "Frankly, they view (Latinos) as
being like them: Taken advantage of by the powerfuisati

Keeping quiet

Carlos and Viviana were among five people from the Bapteysity of the Americas to go on
a mission trip three years ago to a West African courgmnajdrity of the population is Muslim and
includes people of Arab and African descent.

A missionary couple from Mexico who used to live in Samid\ate there permanently. The
BUA declined to give their names for concern that thegeaverwould crack down on them. They also
asked that the country not be identified.

The couple sends emails to friends in the U.S. in sderetioey took Muslim names. In fact,
they gave all the visiting members on the mission trip MastissnThe cross-cultural techniques have
reportedly worked with about 20 converts from Islam to i@hitigt

The couple entered the country, where poverty is peavaksslavery still exists, by offering
agricultural help.

The couple teach how to garden in the desert, using a net,a@cbopened a Mexican
restaurant in their home where they employ several segitbobnduct Christian services.

The husband takes part in the country’'s custom of merirgatreFriday nights to tell stories.
His stories are drawn largely from the Bible.

Sandee Elizondo, who's Anglo and married to a Hispanicahtae, $pring Break trip. While
she's glad she went, she was unable to mix with localaga€ankdls and other Hispanics, she said.

"They blended right into the crowd. | am white amongliite — very fair," said Elizondo, the
university's director of student programs. "I stuckkeua Isore thumb. | had USA written on my
forehead like a neon sign."

Carlos and Viviana Charco had little trouble fitting ineaadwo years away from completing
master's degrees. She's studying social work; he's studymogity development.

The post-graduate degrees ought to help them entemémdslantry soon, they said, and give
humanitarian and spiritual help.

"Some missionary organizations, they know they carArggod so they're sending Hispanics,"
said Viviana. "They know it's dangerous for Anglos now."



Friend or foe?

Such groups believe they must be guarded in releasingioridretause conversion to
Christianity is outlawed in some Muslim countries. AmeAfghan who converted to the Christian faith
and was threatened with death made headlines recerltly,dase is not isolated.

U.S. missionaries have faced persecution and dea#is &titheir work in Muslim countries
where religious freedom isn't protected across the board

Christian missionary leaders say they stand readyatmtalkheir faith should Muslims inquire
and hope through friendship building that happens. O#ieertiey say they don't initiate conversations
about their religion.

"We just have to go and do things for people that countmgigetir felt needs,” said Bennett
of the Assemblies of God. "And if in the process theyeimapuit if the opportunity is there to plant a
seed, we do it and then move on. With the atmosphere in shiemMuworld, that's the only path to take."

This approach, even if led by Latinos, still draws skeptanssome Muslims who have seen a
variety of methods by Christians seeking the same objemiveersion, said Ibrahim Hooper,
spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Rslaidmuslim advocacy group in Washington.

Men growing beards. Women wearing head coverings. Bibtesmplaoeden stands like
Korans. Churches built to resemble mosques.

"It's a new twist on an old approach,” Hooper said. "Theytevappear as Muslim as possible
to kind of blur the lines."

Hooper said he doesn't believe humanitarian help frogeéeal mission groups is
unconditional.

"If the Bible is handed out with a sack of rice, theyirg gotake the sack of rice and the Bible
if their kids are starving," he said. "We have no probllersomeone coming to a Muslim and saying, 'l
think Christianity is better.' But we object to going intolaerable population with a disproportionate
power relationship."

Bennett, of the Assemblies of God, disagreed.

"You have refugee populations in great need, and wenggttsome of those needs," said
Bennett. "It's not conditional. If they almost coincigaenduire, then we share. Our whole working
proposition is we don't ask someone to be a Christian.”

Muslim skepticism is fueled in part by the fact that tdggorslamic charity groups have been
shut down by U.S. law enforcement officials, said Ingtisodalslamic studies professor at the
Hartford Seminary in Connecticut.

The crackdown has come due to concerns about terrav Isiksnic charities, she said,
prompting U.S. officials to freeze their assets.

"This is creating a huge amount of bad will," she said. ISchtsedps further the agenda of the
American Christian evangelical groups, because it nrakessible for (Islamic charities) to help their
fellow Muslim countries and easy for Christian groupgitergc’

Christian groups, however, believe they are fosteringiljbgcentering Muslim countries.
The Baptist University of the Americas sent Juan Acunaaaihorn in Mexico, and a fellow student
from Nicaragua to study for a semester in southern yeha @nd a half ago. There they met young
Muslims.

Acuna will graduate in May and can see being a unp@fgsgsor in India as a platform to do
mission work.

While walking one day in India, he and his Nicaraguad #ier a casual glance through an
open door to a home. They made eye contact with people stafrdimigof lit candles and a photo that
made them thank God for their dark complexion. It was ofelsia Laden.

"If they would have seen an Anglo," Acuna said, "who knotwsoutthhave happened.”



